Ethnomedicinal Plants — Revitalization of Traditional Knowledge of Herbs, Mahendra Rai, Deepak Acharya, José Luis Ríos (Eds.), 2011, Science Publishers, Enfield, New Hampshire, Price: $82.00, Hardcover with 504 pages, ISBN: 978-1-57808-692-2, Distributed by CRC Press, Taylor & Francis Group, Website: www.crcpress.com by Van Staden, J.
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
South African Journal of Botany 77 (2011) 1012
www.elsevier.com/locate/sajbBook reviewEthnomedicinal Plants — Revitalization of Tradi-
tional Knowledge of Herbs, Mahendra Rai, Deepak
Acharya, José Luis Ríos (Eds.), 2011, Science
Publishers, Enfield, New Hampshire, Price:
$82.00, Hardcover with 504 pages, ISBN: 978-1-
57808-692-2, Distributed by CRC Press, Taylor &
Francis Group, Website: www.crcpress.com
Across the world, within many countries, there is currently an
urgency to document and revitalize traditional knowledge used
by rural and tribal people. This book covers many countries
where the documentation of such knowledge is receiving high
priority.
Within the 17 chapters a wealth of information can be found
from Mexico, Brazil, Lebanon, West Indies, Nepal, India, Costa
Rica, Tunisia, Norway, Spain and Cameroon. A notable omission
is China. This highlights the major shortcoming of the book.
While it deals with areas not normally covered, the coverage
cannot be in-depth and exhaustive. Chinese Traditional Medicinedoi:10.1016/j.sajb.2011.09.009has taken the world by storm and is certainly today the major
contributor to Ethnobotanical knowledge. Another obvious
omission is African Traditional Knowledge which has seen major
development in the last decade.
This book could serve as a good read for students in the field of
Botany, Ethnobotany, Microbiology, Chemistry, Pharmacology
and for Traditional Healers. There is a wealth of information for
students getting started in the field. Coverage is also given on the
prospects for conservation of plant resources, new technologies
in research, and possibilities for new drug discoveries.
The book will provide a useful addition to University and
Research Institute Libraries, where it should be beneficial to
post-graduate students at all levels.
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